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WELCOME!
Christ Episcopal Church is a Christ-centered, joy-filled community that is blessed by
your presence. Wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome here.
If you are visiting today, please fill out a pew card and put it in the offering plate.
Please join us for Coffee Hour in the Guilds Room after worship!
Adult Education begins at 9 A.M. Sundays in the Guilds Room.
Nursery Care for infants to 3 years olds is available from 9:30-11:30 A.M. downstairs in
the Zone.
Sunday School for grades Pre K-8 begins at 10 A.M. downstairs located in the Zone.
Journey to Adulthood (J2A) for grades 9-12 begins at 10 A.M. downstairs in the Zone.
Hymns can be found listed in this bulletin and on the Hymn Board.
Hymns are sung from The Hymnal 1982 found in the pew racks.
Service music is printed in this bulletin.
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ORGAN:

Preludes on “Wachet auf” and “Veni, veni Emmanuel”

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Paul Manz

Malcolm Archer

Anthem sung by the Choir
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, just and true:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth
as a burning and shining light.
May we your servants rejoice in his light,
and so be led to witness to him
who is the Lord of our coming kingdom,
Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages.
Blessed be God forever.
After the Anthem, the Procession begins as usual.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 59:

“Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding”
Sung at 10 A.M

Merton

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s reign now and forever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE TRISAGION
Celebrant
People

said 3 times at 8 A.M.

Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.
(10 A.M. The Trisagion is sung, see next page)
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THE TRISAGION
The Trisagion is sung three times.
The Choir will sing it twice.
The congregation joins in singing the third time.

Plainsong, Mode I

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and,
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Please be seated.
FIRST READING
ZEPHANIAH 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear
disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do
not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who
gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he
will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from
you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their
shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at
the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the
peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE FIRST SONG OF ISAIAH: ISAIAH 12:2-6
Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

said at 8 A.M.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
THE FIRST SONG OF ISAIAH

chanted at 10 A.M.

Choir
1. Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.
2. For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
All
A 3. Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation.
A 4. And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
B 5. Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
6. Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
7. Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.
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SECOND READING
PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN 75:

“There’s a voice in the wilderness crying”
Sing stanzas 1 and 2 before the Gospel

THE GOSPEL
Gospeller
People

Ascension
LUKE 3:7-18

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not
begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire."
And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them,
"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher,
what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for
you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not
extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your
wages."
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying,
"I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
Gospeller
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN 75:

“There’s a voice in the wilderness crying”
Sing stanza 3 following the Gospel

Ascension
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THE SERMON

THE REV. THOMAS E. MATHEWS JR.

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

said by all, standing

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR ADVENT

Ormonde Plater, Author

The Leader and People pray responsively
Presider

As we prepare to meet the Lord of righteousness, let us offer prayers to
the Son of Man who comes with power and great glory.

Intercessor
People

For the peace of the world and for unity in Christ.
Come, O Lord, and save us.

Intercessor

People

For our bishops and all bishops, for the presbyters, for the deacons,
remembering especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael,
our Presiding Bishop; Carlye, our Bishop; and Tom and Bill, our
priests; and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of
God.
Come, O Lord, and save us.

Intercessor
People

For the church throughout the world and the faithful in every place.
Come, O Lord, and save us.

Intercessor
People

For the leaders of the nations and all in authority.
Come, O Lord, and save us.

Intercessor
People

For justice, peace, and freedom among peoples of the earth.
Come, O Lord, and save us.

Intercessor
People

For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the
oppressed, and for those in prison.
Come, O Lord, and save us.

Intercessor
People

For the dying and the dead.
Come, O Lord, and save us.

Intercessor
People

For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need.
Come, O Lord, and save us.

Intercessor

Joining our voices with the blessed Virgin Mary and with all the saints
and angels of God, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living
God through Christ.
To you, O Lord.

People
Presider
All

O King of all the nations, only joy of every heart, keystone of the
mighty arch who makes us one, come and save the creature you
fashioned from clay. Glory to you for ever.
Amen.
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THE CONFESSION
The Celebrant bids the Confession
Celebrant
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
THE PEACE
The Celebrant says to the people
Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
We offer weekly birthday blessings and monthly anniversary blessings. (First Sunday of each Month)
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY ANTHEM:

“My eyes for beauty pine”
Herbert Howells
Sung by the Choir
The bread and wine are brought forward at the beginning of the anthem. The offering plates are then
circulated during the anthem.
Living generously is a major part of discipleship, and we thank you for giving back to God through the
parish ministry of Christ Church.
My eyes for beauty pine,
My soul for Goddës grace:
No other care nor hope is mine,
To heaven I turn my face.
One splendour thence is shed
From all the stars above:
'Tis named when Goddës name is said,
'Tis Love, 'tis heavenly Love.
And every gentle heart,
That burns with true desire,
Is lit from eyes that mirror part
Of that celestial fire.
-Robert Bridges
PRESENTATION HYMN 66:

“Come, thou long expected Jesus”
Sung at 10 A.M.

Stuttgart

The financial offering is brought forward by the ushers during the third stanza of the above hymn.
The Celebrant may add the following
Celebrant
All things come of thee, O Lord.
People
And of thine own have we given thee. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Prayer A
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Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to
make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear
rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

THE SANCTUS
All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

said at 8 A.M.

(10 A.M. Sanctus is sung, see next page)
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SANCTUS S-130, (from Deutsche Messe)

Franz Peter Schubert

sung at 10 A.M.

(continued …)
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Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy,
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Celebrant
All

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER
All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Silence.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Celebrant

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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AT THE COMMUNION
All who wish to receive Jesus in the sacrament of his Body and Blood are invited to do so.
Receive the consecrated bread (wafer) in the palm of your outstretched hands.
(Gluten-free wafers are available; tell the Celebrant if you prefer that.)
Receive the consecrated wine, which follows, either by drinking from the chalice as it is extended to
you, or by touching the wafer lightly to the wine.
If you would prefer a blessing instead of communion, please come to the altar at the same time.
You may indicate your desire for a blessing by crossing your arms over the chest.
When you return to your seats, please take a few moments to reflect on the gifts you have received.
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]
COMMUNION HYMN 334:

“Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing”
Sung at 10 A.M.

Alles ist an Gottes Segen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant
All

Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
RETIRING HYMN 57:

“Lo! He comes, with clouds descending”
Sung at 10 A.M

Helmsley

THE DISMISSAL

Celebrant
People
ORGAN:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne, BuxWV 137

Dieterich Buxtehude
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We are delighted that you attended Christ Church today and hope to see you again soon.
Our fellowship continues at Coffee Hour following both services in the Guilds Room,
located directly down the hall.

Focus on Luke:
Come join us on Thursday December 6, 13, 20 for Advent Bible Study.
A three week group focus on the beginning of Luke with Fr. Tom.
We will meet in the Guilds Room at 7:00 P.M.

December 16
Celtic ‘Quiet Christmas’ Service at 5:00 P.M.
December 24
Christmas Eve Family Eucharist & Pageant at 4:00 P.M.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Eucharist with Musical Prelude at 10:00 P.M.
December 25
Christmas Day Eucharist & Carols at 10:00 A.M.
December 30
Lessons & Carols at 8:00 & 10:00 A.M.
Joy! at 9:15 A.M.
Clergy & Staff
The Rev. Thomas Mathews, Rector: rector@christchurchridgewood.org
The Rev. William Coats, Assistant Priest for Adult Formation:
wcoats@verizon.net
William K. Trafka, Organist & Adult Choir Director:
organist@christchurchridgewood.org
Louise Rode, Parish Administrator: parishadmin@christchurchridgewood.org
Kristen Lee, Youth & Family Ministries Director: klee@christchurchridgewood.org
Marlene Whittemore, Youth Choir & Arts Director:
mwhittemore@christchurchridgewood.org
Cori Sheffield, Communications Director:
communications@christchurchridgewood.org
Lauren Hirsch, Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@christchurchridgewood.org
Pawel Bajon, Sexton: sexton@christchurchridgewood.org
Wardens: Lucy Di Maulo (ldimaulo4@gmail.com) &
Thomas Martin (tmartin@putneylaw.com)
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